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Augusi 15, 1997

The Honorable Newt Gingneh, MC
Spesker _

LL.S. House of Represeniatives
H-232 The Caputol

Washington, D.C. 20818

[dear Mr. Syreaker

As Chairman of the Pucrto Rico Republican Mayury Axwoviauon. 1 would ke 1w
thank vuu for your suppon of H.R. ¥50. e “United States-Puenio Ricw Paliucal Suates
Act.” winch would suthorize a nun-hinding piebisitc on the future political status vl the
3.8 mullion American vitizens living m Puento Rice. 1 comumend you. as wel! as Huust
Resonrces Conuiunes (hairman Don Young. fur yeur visivn to hrimg resolurion (o the
anbiguity under which Puerto Ricans have liver] for almost one hundred yeaes s @
territory.

A\ Republicans, we YiCW your commuixne t HLR. XS6 as an umponunt ~iep
lowards  agacung  Hispunmos—uany  of whom  share  the consrvauve  vilues  Und
Republicans are rving to promote--tu the Pany. As Puenio Ricuns. we arc enthused by the
onpoaunity W Gnally espress our preference for vur future relationstip with thes ztew
Nation in a clearly defined process. and wath the appropriate oversight of the Congress.

We are concermed however. that spprovad of LLR. $56 might he threatened by b
possible atachment of a st “English as an offiial language™ provision. If the intemt of
the Cungress is to approve ineasurcs Gt would make Englich the ofTicial language ol the
Lmited States. these reyuirements sinmild apply 0 all States and territones. Aot just Pucnio
Ricn. We therefore questiva cfTuits W nake H.R. 856, which would merety ~ct fonh a
process for self-determmation m 4 U.S. wrritory. 3 vehcle W unpleneut sucts pulicy. In
clTeet. duing this would send 3 messuge w the Anknean Gtzeus of Pueno Ricu dut Uy
are different from all others in this Natoa. We understand diat such actions would b
JilTicult to recuncile with the Renublican Panty s nunority outreach goais

With this in mind. we urpe you 1o exarcise your leudership on this nuirer and
ensure thal the spirit of H.R. 856 ix preserved by nut wlowing “Unglish=only™ provuions
W ine includid i it icmstative languape. W also hope you will move H.R. BSo w tw
Floww ax sueon as passible.

As tor myself and as cleurman of b Pucrtv Rico Ropublican mayors Association !
fewi 4 deep sease vl commiument uw vahuc the deepest sense uf ownership in shann Un
Anxrican citizesiup and value tre mikgem benefits wiach cconomie aund  ~wwl

cinpuwennent baag o a reupie.



Thank yuu for your criical supppon on this fegisiauve acuon. On behall o the
Republcan Pany ol Puetto Rico and as for myxself our dccp:u gt'.zuludc 1 assuring
auevess W o measure which hodds 1o the unmast |mum) in Pm iu Ricw,

Kind regards,

Sincerely.




